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Welcome to the  5 th Newsletter of the R4R project, a vehicle to provide news from Europe and 

our 13 Project Partners , relat ed to their waste management and recycling activities.  

If you would like to add a colleague to receive this service, or if you have any items of interest 

you would like to contribute, send us an email at  info@regions4recycling.eu . 

 

INDEX 

01.  Good practices for selective collection and improving recycling strategies in cities 

and regions 

02.  Amkn_pgle P2P n_prlcpqª ncpdmpk_lacq8 _ icw qrcn rm jc_pl fmw to improve their 

strategies 

03.  R4R events to showcase the project's results in 2014 - save the date and register! 

04.  Re-Use Box - Collection system for small reusable items (partner involved: Federal 

State Government of Styria) 

05.  Report on Economic Balance of Waste Collection Systems Door-to-Door versus Road 

Container in Catalonia (partner involved: ARC) 

06.  Sausages and compost to customers in Odense, Denmark (partner involved: Odense 

Waste Management Ltd.) 

07.  Development of an integrated system of municipal waste treatment facilities for Sofia 

Municipality (partner involved: Sofia Municipality) 

08.  Rfc a_kn_gel «Cam?rrgrsbc ; Pcqnmlqg`gjgrw* Gldmpk_rgml* ?argml¬ (partner involved: 

Ilfov County Council) 

09.  Pcawajªgll npm8 _ qmjsrgml dmr waste from artisan (partner involved: ORDIF) 

10.  OVAM R4R conference: Municipal waste and materials policy challenges within a 

European and Flemish circular economy (partner involved: OVAM) 
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CONTENT 

01.  Good practices for selective collection and improving recycling strategies in 
cities and regions  

 

In order to help cities and regions achieve the recycling target 

of 50% of municipal solid waste by 2020 set by the European 

Waste Framework Directive, R4R partners identified good 

examples of practices that proved to be successful for the 

improvement of waste collection and recycling in other 

European areas. Collection schemes, communication 

campaigns on waste sorting, taxes and bans, those are some of 

the instruments detailed in comprehensive factsheets currently 

being finalized by the R4R partners. A peer review of those 

factsheets is ongoing in order to ensure their quality. 

The interregional training session that took place in Graz on 14 May gave the opportunity to share some 

of these good practices on waste monitoring, collection and management. The training also demonstrated 

how cities and regions can use the R4R online tool to get advices on relevant good practices for their own 

situation and territory. 

 

The following 2 days were dedicated to internal meetings of the R4R partners, in order to prepare the end 

of the R4R project.  

¶ Read more on the outcomes of the R4R training session in Graz 

Index 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.regions4recycling.eu/News-and-events/events/Graz-training-2014
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02.  Comparing R4R partnersõ performances: a key step to learn how to 
improve their strategies  

 

One of the first tasks of the R4R partners was to draft 

a common method to present their data, so that a 

common comparison method could be established. 

To do so the partners of the R4R project formed 4 

peer review groups. These groups changed 

depending on the waste streams so that every partner 

could discuss its data with others. Each group was 

provided with their respective data of 2010 

regarding different waste fractions, highlighting 

differences in recycling performances. 

The aim was to analyse the different results according to the separate collection of all those waste streams 

and to obtain more comparable data based on common definitions. The data provided by the partners for 

paper and cardboard, bio-waste, metal, glass, waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE), textiles 

and wood was calculated by using their own methods. The data for the waste plastics was provided by 

the partners for the first time according to a common method. 

 

The discussions led by the different working groups have highlighted several factors that can explain 

differences of recycling performances between territories. While the effectiveness of local instruments and 

recycling strategies seems to play an important role, other reasons can explain differences, in particular: 

¶ data used for the comparisons were not always exhaustive and representative of the real 

quantities sent to recycling. 

¶ the scope for municipal waste was not always the same (data about household waste collected 

through private systems, or share of commercial waste). 

¶ the terminology for the different waste fractions was not always understood the same way. 

¶ several external factors (such as the rate of home composting) can have an important impact on 

waste generation and waste collection rates.  

These conclusions were taken into account while drafting the R4R methodology regarding the scope, 

terminology and indicators used to compare recycling performances. 

 

Bmuljm_b rfc pcnmprq ml P2P n_prlcpqªdata comparison: 

¶ main findings 

¶ synthesis 

Index 

 

 

http://www.regions4recycling.eu/R4R_toolkit/R4R_methodology
http://www.regions4recycling.eu/R4R_toolkit/R4R_methodology
http://www.regions4recycling.eu/upload/public/Reports/R4R_Data_comparison_main_findings.pdf
http://www.regions4recycling.eu/upload/public/Reports/R4R_Data_comparison_synthesis.pdf
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03.  R4R events to showcase the project's results in 2014 - save the date and 
register!  

 

After three years of implementation, the R4R partners will 

present the project's results during two decisive events: a 

conference in Brussels to involve EU institutions and 

stakeholders in two debates and the project's final 

congress in Sofia. Those two events will give the 

opportunity to deliver the project's results and 

demonstrate the performances achieved by the R4R 

partners. 

Organised by ACR+ and with the support of the Committee of the Regions, the Brussels conference will 

take place on 17 September at the Committee of the Regions with the aim to provide a contribution to the 

debate on the review of waste management targets related to the revision of the EC Waste Framework 

Directive (a proposal from the European Commission is to be released during the first half of 2014). The 

conference will also address some key local and regional instruments helping to improve waste prevention 

and recycling performances, in particular economic instruments. One of the objectives is to highlight the 

role of local and regional authorities in those debates and showcase their expertise. The other objective is 

to present the tools developed by the R4R project to the EU institutions. The draft programme of the R4R 

Brussels conference is available. The event is free, but seats are limited. 

¶ Register to the Brussels conference 

Organised by Sofia Municiaplity with the support of the other project partners, the R4R final congress will 

take place on 23 October in Sofia will present all deliverables of the R4R project during a one-day event of 

rare intensity. You can already register to the conference. During the three years of the project, the 13 R4R 

partners, including cities, regions and networks of public authorities, intensely exchanged their expertise, 

discussed to find a common language to compare their data, analysed their performances, worked together 

to identify and assess good practices, developed an online platform enabling local and regional authorities 

to benchmark their results, prepare and monitor their selective collection and recycling strategies. Now is the 

time to share this hard work with the rest of Europe. 

Among the main features of this congress, the main tools developed during the project: 

¶ the harmonised R4R methodology, including the DREC (Destination Recycling) concept, allowing 

cities and regions to compare their performances with a better accuracy; 

¶ good practices helping local and regional authorities to achieve significant performances of 

selective collection and recycling: theose good practices will in particular be presented during a 

poster session and parallel sessions focusing on specific themes; 

¶ the online tool that helps technicians and decision-makers to follow-up their performances and 

compare them with similar territories.  

Index 

http://www.regions4recycling.eu/upload/public/Events/2014_Brussels-R4R-conference_agenda.pdf
http://www.regions4recycling.eu/News-and-events/events/Brussels-conference-2014/registration-Brussels
http://www.regions4recycling.eu/News-and-events/events/final-conference-2014/registration-Sofia
http://www.regions4recycling.eu/R4R_toolkit/R4R_methodology
http://www.regions4recycling.eu/R4R_toolkit/R4R_good_practices
http://www.regions4recycling.eu/R4R_toolkit/R4R_online_tool


 

 

NEWSLETTER #5 ð JUNE 2014  · 6 
 

 

04.  Re-Use Box - Collection system for small reusable items (partner involved: 
Federal State Government of Styria)  

 

Within the framework of pilot activities on repair and re-use centres 

and networks in Europe (EU-funded project: CERREC), the Austrian 

social enterprise BAN sozialökonomische BetriebsgmbH developed 

the so called Re-Use Box. With the support of the City of Graz and 

the Office of the State Government of Styria a new collection system 

for small reusable items was born. During the first pilot phase that was 

combined to the annual cleaning and waste prevention action 

«Qrcgpgqafcp Dpđfh_fpqnsrx¬* rfc Pc-Use Box was presented to interested 

partners and especially to the citizens of Graz. 

In the period from 31st of March to 26th of April 2014 interested people were motivated to get their own 

Re-Use Box at pre-defined distribution points for free. People take the box with them at home, and fill it with 

re-useable items. Filled Re-Use Boxes are returned by the citizens to one of the distribution and collection 

points all over the City of Graz.  After the collection the employees of the social enterprises BAN and 

Carla are responsible for sorting, repairing and selling all the reusable goods. 

 

This pilot phase was combined with a province-wide annual cleaning and waste prevention action 

«Qrcgpgqafcp Dpđfh_fpqnsrx¬* ufgaf qcptcb _q rfc k_gl tcfgajc dmp npmkmrgml _lb ns`jga cle_eckclr, 

 

The developed cardboard box measures 51 x 28 x 41 cm in an assembled state and due to its 

ecological production it is reusable. To improve transportability, treatment and storability, the following 

aspects were considered: 

¶ Cost-efficient and eco-friendly production 

¶ Reusability 

¶ Safety appliance 

¶ Opportunity to use the box for advertising re-use messages 

 

With the use of the Re-Use Box as a practical collection system for small reusable items, the protection of 

resources and also the creation of green jobs are guaranteed. After evaluating the first pilot phase in the City 

of Graz the main focus is on extending the Re-Use Box collection to the whole Province of Styria. 

¶ More information about the Re-Use Box 

¶ More about the Federal State Government of Styria 

Index 

http://cerrec.eu/
http://www.re-use.at/
http://www.regions4recycling.eu/partners/Styria


 

 

NEWSLETTER #5 ð JUNE 2014  · 7 
 

05.  Report on Economic Balance of Waste Collection Systems Door -to-Door 
versus Road Container in Catalonia (partner involved: ARC)  

 

The Waste Agency of Catalonia has financed the report 

«Camlmkga @_j_lac md Bmmp-to-Door and Road Container 

Waste Collection for Local Authorities and Proposals for 

grq Mnrgkgq_rgml¬* ufgaf u_q amkkgqqgmlcb `w rfc

Association of Catalan Municipalities for Door-to-Door 

Selective Collection to Fundació ENT, in coordination 

with the University of Barcelona. 

 

The study was published in January of 2014 and aims to 

provide local authorities with actual and accurate 

information about waste management cost of from a 

holistic perspective, comparing data provided by 81 

municipalities, 41 of which have implemented door-to-

door collection, whereas 40 make use of bring systems 

via road containers. 

After obtaining and validating data, several indicators have been calculated, reflecting the costs related 

to registered inhabitants as well as to equivalent inhabitants (taking into account seasonal population). 

However, with view to present data availability, the indicators related to registered inhabitants are 

considered more reliable. 

 

The overall management cost per registered inhabitant of a municipality was calculated by adding 

collection and treatment costs, including disposal tax, and subtracting the incomes or revenues obtained 

from the separately collected materials and refunding of the waste disposal tax in force in Catalonia. Part 

of the tax is refunded to the local authorities according to their quantitative and qualitative performance in 

separate collection. 

 

The main findings where that the overall management cost per registered inhabitant are almost identical 

for both collection models. Differences are to be observed in the cost distribution by item. The costs for 

collection are slightly higher in door-to-door collection, but are compensated by lower treatment costs and 

higher revenues due to better performance in separate collection. 

 

Another outstanding result of the study is the broad dispersion of data, influenced by a great variety of 

external and cost related factors and circumstances. This indicates that there is potential for cost 

optimisation, by analysing and adapting the collection system to the specific local conditions.  

¶ More information about this report (in Catalan) 

¶ More about ARC 

Index 

 

http://portaaporta.cat/en/document.php?idDocument=173
http://www.regions4recycling.eu/partners/ARC
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06.  Sausages and compost to customers in Odense, Denmark (partner 
involved: Odense Waste Management Ltd.)  

 

Every year on the last Saturday in April, hundreds of 

happy customers visit the landfill site at Odense Waste 

Management to get free compost for the garden. After 

loading the trailer with compost, the staff of Odense 

Waste Management offers sausages, slush ice and 

coffee for the costumers. This Compost Day has become 

a tradition to visit for many citizens, and our staff see it 

as a great chance to talk to customers under relaxed 

conditions. This kind of interpersonal communication 

offers an opportunity for citizens to ask any question 

about collection and recycling and is valuable for the 

cooperation between citizens and the waste 

management company. 

¶ More about Odense Waste Management Ltd. 

Index 

 

 

 

07.  Development of an integrated system of municipal waste treatment 
facilities for Sofia Municipality (partner involved: Sofia Municipality)  

 

Sofia Municipality has started building of Mechanical ® 

Biological Treatment (MBT) plant which is part of project 

"Integrated system of municipal waste treatment facilities for 

Sofia Municipality". The project has financial support of 

Operational Programme "Environment 2007 - 2013"   co-

financed by the European Union through the European 

Regional Development Fund / Cohesion Fund. It is aimed at 

contributing to achieving the goals set at the national level to 

meet the EU legislation requirements for the management of 

municipal waste. 

The plant will process 410,000 tons of waste per year. The treatment will be carried out within 310 days 

of the year. This corresponds to an average daily waste delivered approximately 1,300 tons/day. The 

factory MBT will be received only household and similar wastes (commercial waste similar to household 

http://www.regions4recycling.eu/partners/Odense
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waste, large waste coming from households). The process of mechanical - biological treatment will include 

the following steps: mechanical/manual separation sorting, biological treatment of organic waste and 

production of refused derived fuel (RDF). 

 

Estimated results from the processing of 410,000 tons of waste per year: 

¶ Recycled materials - about 39,000 tons / year (including metals, plastics and paper); 

¶ RDF - about 178.000 tons / year;  

¶ Similar to the compost material (CLO) - about 359 tons / year;  

¶ Waste disposal - about 75.000 tons / year.  

¶ About the Municipality of Sofia 

Index 

 

 

 

08.  The campaign òEcoAttitude = Responsibility, Information, Actionó (partner 
involved: Ilf ov County Council)  

 

This campaign is ongoing 

under the aegis of Ministry of 

Environment and Climate 

Change, National Agency for 

Environmental Protection and 

National Guard of 

Environment, in partnership with 

the Ilfov County Council and is 

set to double from year to year 

the amount of recyclable waste 

gathered last campaign. 

The project has demonstrated in previous editions that is a success, managing to attract the involvement of 

many local, sanitation companies and other private companies, schools, teachers and over 100,000 

students knowing now what is the selective collection, its importance and how to apply it. Campaign 

results are measured primarily by the amount of waste collected, the main goal being doubling this quantity 

every year. 

 

The first sten md rfc 0./2rf ©Cam?rgrrsbcª a_kn_gel gq qcr `cruccl 02rf md K_paf _lb 7rf md Hslc _lb f_q

as goal changing the mentality of the younger generation in terms of accountability to a healthy 

environment by selective waste collection in the participating schools. The participating units were 

equipped with pre-collection containers for paper, plastic, glass and aluminum so that the sanitation 

operator partner regularly raises the waste collected in each school. 

http://www.regions4recycling.eu/partners/Sofia
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For one week in late March, the InfoMedium Europe caravan, conducted in 4 schools in Ilfov the 

glrcp_argtc qfmu ml cltgpmlkclr a_jjcb ©Camjmew rgkcª, Rfc qcamlb qr_ec ugjj glajsbc _ amlrcqr `cruccl

qafmmjq gltmjtcb gl rfc a_kn_gel* pce_pbgle rfc qcjcargtc u_qrc amjjcargml9 mpe_lgxgle rfc ©Cam?rgrrsbglc

m_qamrª amlrcqr9 rfc amlrcqr dmp qrsbclrq glbgtgbs_jjw9 mpe_lgxgle rfc ©?eclr Cam?rgrsbglcª amlrcqr* rfc

amlrcqr dmp ammpbgl_rmpq9 apc_rgle rfc ©Cam?rgrrsbc ; Pcqnmlqg`gjgrw* Gldmpk_rgml* ?argmlª `pmafspc* bcbga_rcb

to students, which contains useful information about selective waste collection. 

¶ More about Ilfov County Council 

Index 

 

 

 

09.  Recyclõinn pro: a solution for waste from artisan (partner involved: ORDIF)  

 

A partnership between Veolia and the departmental chamber of 

commerce in Val-de-Marne (Ile-de-France Region) led to the 

creation of a professionaj agtga _kclgrw qgrc PcawajªGll Npm, 

 

Small companies produce waste with various characteristics. To 

treat this waste, several solutions are available, among which 

civic amenity sites accepting commercial waste. 

Rfc agtga _kclgrw qgrc PcawajªGll Npm d_ailitates professional waste management in this area. Located in 

Villeneuve le Roi, this site covers about 10,000 artisans, producing about 90,000 tonnes of waste per 

wc_p, Pcawjªgll npm pcacgtcq _lw rwnc md npmdcqqgml_j u_qrc pce_pbjcqq md os_lrgrgcq mp ammposition. 

 

Dmjjmugle grq mnclgle gl 0./2* _`msr 20 qk_jj amkn_lgcq f_tc _jpc_bw _qicb dmp rfcgp «pcaw-n_qq¬,

Homogeneous fractions are sent to relevant recovery facilities while mixed fractions are directed to sorting 

centres. About 10 000 t/year should be collected by 2016. 

 

The system is presented in a video. 

¶ More about Departmental chamber of commerce in Val-de-Marne 

¶ More about Véolia 

¶ More about ORDIF 

Index 

 

http://www.regions4recycling.eu/partners/Ilfov
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x1uv20n_recycl-inn-pro-une-solution-pour-les-dechets-des-artisans_news
http://www.cma94.com/chef-dentreprise-artisanale/developper-mon-entreprise/environnement-a-developpement-durable/la-gestion-de-lenvironnement-de-la-securite-et-de-lhygiene.html#gestion_des_d_chets
http://www.veolia.fr/
http://www.regions4recycling.eu/partners/ORDIF
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10.  OVAM R4R conference: Municipal waste and materials policy challenges 
within a European and Flemish circular economy (partner involved: OVAM)  

 

On 3 June 2014, Flemish stakeholders came together to think about 

the future of the municipal waste and materials policy in Flanders. 

Representatives from Flemish municipalities, intermunicipal 

organisations, re-use centers and accredited bodies (Fost Plus) were 

welcomed by Mrs. Henny De Baets (administrator-general of OVAM), 

who presented the future goals of the Flemish waste and material 

policy. 

After that, Mr Olivier De Clercq from the European Commission (DG Environment) explained the state of 

affairs and future prospects of municipal waste within the European context. Mrs. Janna Vandecruys from 

OVAM presented the R4R project and gave an explanation of the use of the R4R online tool. To end the 

morning session, Mr. Jean-Benoît Bel (ORDIF, France) and Mrs. Gisela Sommer (ARC, Spain) explained 

how Paris and Barcelona respond to the many challenges in terms of municipal waste management. 

 

During the afternoon session, participants were able to give their opinion about the Flemish municipal 

waste management. Attendees were divided into eight groups and were able to judge in which fields of 

waste management Flanders had been successful or less successful during the past five years. There was 

also a discussion on how we can react to a number of trends in society (such as ageing population, new 

consuming trends, diverse population, etc.). A number of ideas came up that might be included in the new 

Flemish implementation plan on municipal waste. 

¶ Download the agenda, the list of participants and presentations 

¶ More on OVAM 

Index 

 

 

 

http://www.regions4recycling.eu/News-and-events/events/ovam-conference-2014
http://www.regions4recycling.eu/partners/OVAM





