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1. GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE GOOD PRACTICE (GP) 

 

1.1 General information 

Region Sofia 

Country Bulgaria 

Short name of the good practice Separately Collected Batteries 

Geographical level of implementation 
(country, region, municipality…) 

Territory of Municipality of Sofia 

Target group Citizens 

Date of implementation/duration  2010 

Waste stream (and subcategory) Batteries 

Legal framework Law of Waste Management, Regulation on the 
placing on the market of batteries and 
accumulators and treatment and transportation 
of waste batteries and accumulators 

Main local instruments involved   

Scale (pilot/partially roll o ut /roll out)  Roll out 

Initiator/coordinator  Municipality of Sofia 

Demography  

Population 1 257 434 (2011) 

Number of households 572 510 (2011) 

Area  (km²) 1 311 

Population density (number of inhabitants/km²) 959 (2011) 

General waste data (Not necessarily related to the GP but to give some background  
information. Data about the GP should be included under 3.1) 

Year of the following waste data  2011 

Sum of all waste streams excl. residual & bulky 
waste (kg/inhabitant/year) (Use indicator 1 or 2 
from the R4R Online Tool)  

39.48 

Residual waste (including sorting residues) 
(kg/inhabitant/year) (Use indicator 8 or 9 from 
the R4R Online Tool)  

190.07 

Total waste (add up the previous two) 229.55 

Sum of all waste streams excl. residual & bulky 
waste to DREC (kg/inhabitant/year) (Use 
indicator 3 of the R4R Online Tool) 

39.48 

 



 

1.2 Context 

This good practice was established in connection with the obligation to the Law of Waste Management 
(LWM). Mayors have to organize a separate collection of Batteries with the assistance of Recovery 
organizations of Batteries. 

The first such organizations "Ecobattery" and "UBARecycling" were established in 2009 by a decision issued 
by the Ministry of Environment and Water to permit performance of activities such as collection and 
recovery, according to the Law of Waste Management and to fulfil the obligations according to the 
Regulation on the placing on the market of batteries and accumulators and treatment and transportation 
of waste batteries and accumulators from households. 

These organizations of producers and individuals who put on the market Batteries are responsible for 
financing and organizing an effective system to fulfil their obligations to the LWM, to achieve the targets 
for recycling, according to the Regulation on the placing on the market of batteries and accumulators and 
treatment and transportation of waste batteries and accumulators. 

Through its activities "Ecobattery" and "UBARecycling" on one side fulfil the obligations of companies 
placing batteries on the Bulgarian market and on the other side cooperate with Bulgarian municipalities 
and the Ministry of Environment and Water in implementation of the environmental policy in the country. 

With the available material and technical base and a well organized team of professionals "Ecobattery" and 
"UBARecycling" organizes, promotes and supervises the implementation of a system for separate 
collection, storage, transportation, recovery and / or recycling of Batteries. 

 

1.3 Short description  

In 2010 Sofia Municipality launched a system for separate collection of waste batteries and accumulators 
(Batteries) in the municipality, with the assistance of the Recovery Organizations "Ecobattery" and 
"UBARecycling".  

Through the system of separate collection of batteries an opportunity is given to the citizens, while going 
to work or shopping, to throw their batteries in containers located in the administrative and office 
buildings or at the nearest store. The servicing of the containers is organized and financed by the above 
mentioned Recovery organizations that have contracts with Sofia Municipality. 

 

1.4 Objective 

Batteries contain different heavy metals and it is dangerous for environment and people's health when 
they are thrown in the household waste stream. Through this good practice Sofia Municipality aims to 
reduce the amount of Batteries falling into the mainstream household waste by creating a working system 
that provides separate collection of Batteries. 

 

1.5 Method used to identify the good practice 

This good practice is identified through evolution. Before the starting of the system for separate collection 
of Batteries, this waste had not been collected separately and had gone directly to the general waste 
stream. After signing the contracts with Sofia Municipality, the Recovery Organizations initiated separate 



collection systems that implement the advanced practices applied in countries with traditions in collection 
of such waste. So after starting the system, it has a very good development.   

 

1.6 External factors 

The system started after the adoption of specific national legislation requiring implementation of Extended 
Producer’s Responsibility principle. 

 

2. IMPLEMENTATION 

 

2.1 Preparation phase 

This good practice has been launched after considering a proposal and a feasibility study by the Recovery 
Organizations of Batteries. At the beginning, the containers for separate collection of Batteries were 
initially placed in administrative buildings of Sofia Municipality and schools. After raising popularity of the 
system, interest toward the containers of Batteries has increased and containers were deployed on many 
other public places. 

 

2.2 Technical implementation 

Separate collection of Batteries is done in portable containers located in schools, kindergartens , hospitals, 
administrative and office buildings, various public buildings such as theatres, cinemas , shops, etc. On the 
containers the name of the organization, phone numbers and websites of the organization and Sofia 
Municipality are written. When the container is full the person who is responsible for it is calling to the 
organization that serves it and within a few days it collects the batteries from the container. According to 
the national legislation the Recovery Organisations shall ensure that every 1000 inhabitants are served by a 
container for used portable batteries but in fact in Sofia the places for collection are 2 times more. The 
exact location of the collection points could be found on websites of the organisations. In addition to the 
collection through collection points, ”Ecobattery” organises annually two collection campaigns with 
mobile collection vehicles. The Recovery Organisations are also responsible for further sorting and 
recycling of the collected batteries. 

In addition to these services, citizens can give their WEEE, batteries and accumulators, and other type of 
waste on four collection sites within the territory of Sofia Municipality, which are opened from Monday to 
Saturday - 9.00 to 17.30. 

Citizens can obtain more information about the types of waste which is collected through calling the public 
phone numbers of these sites. 

 

2.3 Communicative implementation 

The Recovery Organizations of Batteries "Ecobattery" and "UBARecycling" organize and implement 
information campaigns in accordance with the provisions of the agreement with Sofia Municipality and 
according to their legal obligations. They make regular advertisements in public media, conduct awareness 
raising campaigns in schools and public places such as commercial centres and participate in public events 
organised by Sofia Municipality.  



 

2.4 Organisations involved 

Organizations involved in the good practices are Sofia Municipality and Recovery Organizations of 
Batteries "Ecobattery" and "UBARecycling" which carry out the separate collection of Batteries. The 
Recovery Organisations assign the collection and treatment of waste batteries to companies having the 
necessary permits for carrying out such operations. Retailers are also involved in the collection of waste 
batteries in their shops.  

 

2.5 Key success factors 

• The legal requirement for implementation of Extended Producer’s Principle of Batteries, played an 
important role in the implementation of this GP. 

• The effort of the Sofia Municipality and Recovery Organization "Ecobattery" and "UBARecycling" to 
design and implement a system for separate collection of Batteries from households and turning it into a 
successful good practice.GP  

• A successful information campaigns organized by the recovery organizations.  

 

2.6 Resources 

Funding is provided entirely by the recovery organizations of Batteries - "Ecobattery" and "UBARecycling". 
The companies that put batteries on Bulgarian market are obliged to pay a fee to one of the Recovery 
Organisations. The Recovery Organisations are non-profit organisations and the amount of the fee is 
calculated in order to be enough for covering the costs for collection treatment and awareness raising.  

 

3. RESULTS 

 

3.1 Monitoring of the progress of the GP 

 

Source: Sofia or Bulgaria 

as mentioned in the next 

remark  

2010 (kg) 2011 (kg) 2012 kg) 2013 (kg) 

Ecobattery 3 297.50 16 712.55 15 547.40 122 761.95 

UBARecycling 7 770.00 7 321.60   6 516.50 9 577 

All  11 067.50 24 034.12 22 063.90 132 338.95 

 

3.2 Other results 

Significant reduction of the harmful impact to the environment and human health was achieved, because 
before the introduction of the system all Batteries from households were sent directly to landfills.  



 

4. LESSONS LEARNED 

 

4.1 Negative effects 

So far, there are no negative effects arising from the implemented system of separate collection of Batteries 
from households. 

 

4.2 Challenges  

The most significant challenge is that all citizens realize their responsibility towards the environment and 
health of surrounding people and animals, and to make efforts not to throw the Batteries generated in each 
household into the residual waste bins. 

 

5. PICTURES AND OTHER DOCUMENTATION 
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6. FURTHER INFORMATION 

Organisation  Sofia Municipality 

Address Moskovska 33 

Sofia 1000 

Bulgaria 

Contact person Plamen Kazakov 

Phone +359 29377550 

E-mail address p_kazakov@sofia.bg 

Website http://www.sofia.bg/ 

Others  

 

 

http://www.sofia.bg/
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7. OTHER REGIONS WITH SIMILAR GOOD PRACTICES 

The following partners of the R4R-project have a good practice similar to the good practice 
described in this factsheet: 

Organisation Municipality of Lisbon 

Address Rua da Boavista, nº 9, 1200-066 Lisbon 
PORTUGAL 

Region Lisbon 

Country Portugal 

Contact person:  Inês Cristóvão 

Phone 00351 213 253 599 

E-mail address ines.cristovao@cm-lisboa.pt 

Website http://www.cm-lisboa.pt/viver/higiene-
urbana/recolha-de-residuos 

Others http://www.ecopilhas.pt/portal/ 

Short description of the main differences. Lisbon has containers of 50 liters, for household 
batteries and accumulators, spread in public 
spaces, near road containers for glass or 
multimaterial bins. In addition, citizens can 
deliver their used batteries in shops or 
supermarkets that sell new batteries. At 
national level, the company Ecopilhas is 
responsible for the integrated management 
system of batteries, under the extended 
producer responsibility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ines.cristovao@cm-lisboa.pt
http://www.cm-lisboa.pt/viver/higiene-urbana/recolha-de-residuos
http://www.cm-lisboa.pt/viver/higiene-urbana/recolha-de-residuos
http://www.ecopilhas.pt/portal/
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Organisation Southern Regional Waste Management Office 

Address Limerick City & County Council, 

Lissanalta House, 

Dooradoyle, 

County Limerick 

IRELAND 

Region Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region (now part of the 
larger Southern Region) 

Country Ireland 

Contact person:  Philippa King/Carol Sweetnam 

Phone 00353 61 496842/00353 61 496841 

E-mail address philippa.king@limerick.ie 
carol.sweetnam@srwmo.ie  

Website www.srwmo.ie  

Others  

Short description of the main differences. Two Department of Environment approved 
collective compliance schemes, ERP Ireland and 
WEEE Ireland, arrange the collection of waste 
batteries in Ireland at numerous facilities i.e. 
retail outlets, local authority recycling facilities, 
schools etc.. 

The compliance schemes provide the collection 
containers and the signage and run 
competitions to incentivise battery recycling. 

 

 

mailto:philippa.king@limerick.ie
mailto:carol.sweetnam@srwmo.ie
http://www.srwmo.ie/


 

 

 


